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Our Gospel reading today is, at first glance, the story of two miraculous healings, but
beyond that, it is also a story of faith and of inclusion. We are shown two people from
different ends of the social spectrum, who come to Jesus in the belief that he can help them
in their pain.

First, Jairus, described as “a ruler of the synagogue” and likely to have been a wealthy,
orthodox Jew, rigid in his religious practice and devotion, comes and throws himself at
Jesus’ feet, imploring him to come quickly and heal his only daughter from a deadly illness.
By contrast, the woman in the crowd suffers from a long-term condition which makes her
ritually unclean and therefore unable to enter the Temple or to worship with others; she has
spent all she had seeking cures through physicians and is now poverty-stricken. Jairus,
although he falls respectfully at Jesus’ feet, is confident enough in his position in both
religious and civic society to ask Jesus to come to his house and perform this healing. The
poor woman'’s condition, on the other hand, not only made her religiously unclean, but also
meant that the law forbade men from ever touching her. We don’t know if she had ever been
married, or if her marriage had fallen apart over this prohibition, but it is certain that, as
Orthodox rabbis will not shake hands with a woman even today, she would not have felt
able to ask Jesus to lay hands on her and cure her.

It was an immensely bold action to creep up to him in the crowd and touch the hem of his
garment, hoping against hope that no-one would notice, or that they would put it down to
general jostling in the throng of people trying to get close to him. But, of course, as we heard,
Jesus felt healing power leave him as the woman’s body was instantly healed, and looked
around to find out who had done it. We are told that the woman was trembling, presumably
shamed and mortified to confess both her unclean condition in front of a crowd of male and
female strangers, and also her apparent audacity in coming in this unclean state and
breaking religious taboos by touching not just a man, but a man recognised as holy.

Yet Jesus” immediate response is, “Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole, go in peace.”

Whilst he was talking to her, presumably increasing the anxiety and tension for the waiting
Jairus, they received the news that his little girl was dead. Using similar vocabulary, Jesus
tells them, “Fear not, believe only, and she shall be made whole.” As he reaches the house, he
seeks to reassure the people that she is not dead, but sleeping, and we are told, “They laughed
him to scorn.” And as the little girl is healed and Jesus tells them to get her something to eat,
her parents are apparently “astonished”. These reactions do not suggest the same kind of
unquestioning faith which the woman has demonstrated. Those who ensure that they are
ritually clean and lead others in religious devotion still laugh and mock Jesus” words, not
hearing his promise that all will be well, but doubting his ability to bring her back to health.



Although the depth and complexity of the social and religious mores found in this passage
can make it less immediately comprehensible than some of the stories we hear in the Gospel,
there is so much we can learn from it about our own society. Women and children in first-
century Galilee were not considered of the same status as men — hence the description of the
Feeding of the Five Thousand: “They that had eaten were about five thousand men, beside women
and children!” But so often in the Gospels — and especially the Gospel of Luke - we see Jesus
healing those of lower social status — lepers, blind and crippled men, foreigners and outcasts
— and here we see him healing both an unclean woman and a child and attributing this
healing to faith.

For Jesus, every person is precious to God and worthy of his time, attention and care.
Although on his way to help a man of high social standing and importance in the religious
community, he stops to speak to the woman cured of her debilitating condition, even at the
risk of upsetting the synagogue ruler and allowing his child’s illness to worsen. We get no
sense that he was angered or shocked by her touching him - and thereby, according to
Jewish law also making him unclean - (though others standing around may have been
horrified), but rather that he admires and respects the wholehearted faith which encourages
her to risk everything in the belief that this will make her well.

As we hear these stories of true Christ-like inclusion, could we ask ourselves whether we
remember to speak to everyone with equal love and compassion? The taboos and prejudices
of our age and culture may be different from those of first-century Galilee, but sometimes
wealth or position makes us feel confident and entitled to ask for favours when we need
them, while others in society feel isolated, ignored, inferior or afraid.

In Jesus” world, everyone is entitled to his love and his healing — and what speaks to him is
not social or racial or economic standing, but the depth of one’s faith in God. As followers
of Christ, we are called time and again to reach out with his love to those who are seeking
hope or safety, healing or sustenance; to walk with them and not to turn away; and to allow
ourselves to be guided by our own faith. Do we interrogate that faith, wondering whether
we ourselves would risk our place in society and even our standing in law to seek that help
from Christ which we need to continue our lives fruitfully in his service? And do we truly
believe that he can offer us help and compassion in response to our faith?

As we look at God’s world through the eyes and with the heart of Jesus, may we too see
every being as he sees them, and walk together with them in faith.

Amen



