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Dear Friends

The Friends of St Mary Abbots Church Newsletter – October 2013

One of the declared purposes of the 
Friends of St Mary Abbots Church is 
to serve as a means of maintaining 
contact with those who, for a multitude 
of personal, cultural or other reasons, 
hold the historic church building at the 
heart of Kensington in special affection. 
So it is good to have a newsletter again, 
in a revised format, and to be back in 
touch after far too long an interval – for 
which I must apologise. 

The generosity of our members, living 
and departed, means that in a variety 
of ways the Friends continue to be 
able to support the maintenance and 
enhancement of the building as an 
amenity for all who live and work in 
Kensington, or visit it and value their 
connection – for whatever reason. 

Thanks to the dedication and 
professional skills of an enthusiastic 
band – some volunteers, some 
pressganged – we hope once again to 
send you newsletters regularly.

Our aim will be to keep you better 
informed about forthcoming events, 
new projects, and how you can be 
more closely involved. We realise this 
is particularly important in maintaining 
contact with Friends who no longer 
live within easy reach of Kensington, 
whether in other parts of the United 

Kingdom or further flung parts of the 
world.

Please help us build a sense of that 
wider community of Friends in future 
newsletters by submitting relevant 
news and contributions on topics 
related to St Mary Abbots and the 
history of Kensington. 

You can also help by keeping us up to 
date with your current postal or email 
address and by suggesting to others 
with Kensington connections that they 
may wish to join as Friends – or by 
enrolling them with a Gift Subscription.

My pleasure in writing for this revived 
newsletter is matched by my delight 
that the centenary of Beatrix Potter’s 
marriage at St Mary Abbots is to be 
marked so imaginatively and charmingly 
with a special Friends event for families. 
Bringing together the youngest 
members of today’s community to 
celebrate a joyful event of 100 years 
ago seems just the right way for the 
Friends to ensure that happy memories 
and continuing affection for our ancient 
parish are passed to future generations.

With warm greetings,

David Banks
Chairman
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Beatrix Potter and St Mary Abbots

The Friends of St Mary Abbots Church Newsletter – October 2013

The Friends are delighted to present 
this Beatrix Potter Family Festival in 
St Mary Abbots Church. We hope not 
only to raise funds for our much-loved 
place of worship but also to involve 
the wider community of all ages - for 
instance those who perhaps may not 
yet have attended our services or 
concerts, thus enabling them both to 
join in our Beatrix Potter celebration and 
also generally to feel welcome here in 
St Mary Abbots. Now is a demanding 
period of repair and renovation for 
St Mary Abbots and we hope that 
as many people as possible will get 
involved and help to support our 
wonderful church.

Beatrix Potter (1866-1943), through her 
much-loved books starring the likes of 
Peter Rabbit and Tom Kitten, forms, 
for a great number of us, a cherished 
part of our childhood memories; many 
St Mary Abbots parents will have read 
and re-read her beautiful (but never 
predictable) stories to their sleepy 
offspring. She was a pioneer in her 
interest in farming, land buildings and 
landscapes, and one of the first authors 
to see the potential of merchandising 
a popular character. The Friends are 
deeply proud of her strong association 
with our church, where she married her 
husband William Heelis a hundred years 
ago, on October 15th 1913.

There are many testaments to Beatrix 
Potter’s enduring appeal; in a recent 
sale of a private collection of Beatrix 
Potter artefacts at Bloomsbury Auctions 
a first edition (1/250) of The Tale of 
Peter Rabbit sold for £20,000 and an 
engagement picture which had a guide 
price of £300-£400 actually sold for 
£700, purchased by the National 
Portrait Gallery. 

A blue plaque can be found on the 
wall of Bousfield School in nearby Old 
Brompton Road, where Beatrix Potter 
was born and brought up in a house 
on the site and where she also wrote 
some of her most famous books. It 
is rumoured that Mrs Tiggy-Winkle is 
buried under a mulberry tree in the 
school grounds. 

Just a month ago the Lake District 
home where Beatrix Potter spent 
her summers was given Grade II 
listed status, to preserve it for future 
generations. Lingholm in Portinscale, 
Cumbria was built between 1871 and 
1875, designed by the celebrated 
architect Alfred Waterhouse, best 
known for the Natural History Museum 
in London. The house and grounds 
are said to have inspired some of 
the author’s most famous works, 
including The Tale of Peter Rabbit 
and of Benjamin Bunny.

By Hannah Stewart

Page 2



Beatrix Potter and St Mary Abbots
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One can see on the marriage register 
that Miss Potter’s age is listed as ‘Full’, 
which indicates that she preferred 
her age (47) not to be recorded. We 
know that it was a very small wedding 
with witnesses and only a few guests 
present, as she was concerned that 
her supporters might turn up. Sadly we 
have no record of the order of service 
in our archives. 

When Beatrix Potter died, aged 77, she 
left £211,636, 14 farms and 4000 acres 
to the National Trust, together with her 
flocks of Herdwick sheep. The carpet 
in the offices of the National Trust in 
the Lake District – called the Heelis 
building after her married name – is 
made of wool from her herd. There is 
currently a special display in the Heelis 
building to celebrate the marriage of 
Beatrix Potter and William Heelis in 
St Mary Abbots church.

Author and illustrator, farmer and 
conservationist, Beatrix Potter was a 
very unusual woman. At the Festival 
we look forward to welcoming the 
Beatrix Potter Society who will no 
doubt be able to educate us further 
in her remarkable life.

Beatrix Potter and William Heelis
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An Evening with Grey Gowrie
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Grey Gowrie - A Kensington Vespers
(i) 

 There are no words 
 in the afterlife; 
 a sound reason 
 to have nothing to do with it. 

 But if, when we die, 
 we re-join our dead 
 mothers and fathers, 
 and old forebear Darwin, 

 how full of noises 
 will the island be: how lively 
 the songs, arguments, shrieking; 

 thunder, sea chewing loud 
 on its own margin, 
 high wind or Zephyr’s 
 benign one a background 

 music for young women 
 laughing at a picnic in sunshine 
 or the pop of a cork, 

gurgle of Fleurie 
cooled by a spring until
poured into a cup, what utterance

what birdsong from past
time to lull us through eternity,
warmed by sun not burning to death
but spiralling back to be reborn.

In the beginning, the word
said John, the loved one.
We become archaeologists
of evening. We resurrect a buried day.

(ii)

A friend in advertising
 said that Lux
Eterna – sic – was the name
 of a discarded
lotion: the idea being
to wash yourself with it,
 Then shampoo
your youthful, revitalised,
 cascading hair.

(iii)

There are worse places to dip your toe
in Lethe than the Serpentine in November. 
Beech turned to russet gold against grey
raincloud over the City, with light wind
planes dump leaves like devalued money
or a benediction. There is time to walk
west down Kensington High and disappear
into the sun’s throat. Barker’s behind you,
built in the decade when you were born,
you fear no evil; all the crowds and cars,
are moving quite slowly: horse of night.
The Odeon cinema features everyone’s life
on multiple screen; you just sneak on by
for shelter among Blue Plaque memorials:
Chesterton, Frankie Howerd – neighbours
visited via Thursday, Lepanto, Up Pompeii.
You hear them calling, and a childhood calling.
The going down of the sun is swifter now
than jets descending patiently for Heathrow;
marine life, inverted. The outer marker
is almost visible. Worst days to go to ground.

In November 2012 the Friends organised a special event in the church: ‘An Evening with 
Grey Gowrie’.

The Earl of Gowrie, a member of the St Mary Abbots congregation, spoke of his life: as a 
poet and a politician, of his time as Minister for the Arts and as chairman of Sothebys. 

A highlight of the evening was the recital by Lord Gowrie of a poem on Kensington themes 
he had written specially for the occasion and which he generously presented to the Friends.
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Would You Like to Join the Friends of 
St Mary Abbots Church?
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Friends of St Mary Abbots Church, Kensington 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & RENEWAL 

Individual Member (UK, Annual) £12; Joint (Couples/Partners, Annual) £20; 
Families (Annual) £25; Individual International (Annual) £15; Joint International (Annual) £25; 10 year 

Member (UK) £100; 10 year Member (International) £125; 

Corporate Annual £100; Unwaged £4

Name:  .........................................................................................................................................................

Address 1:  ..................................................................................................................................................

Address 2:  ..................................................................................................................................................

Address 3:  ..................................................................................................................................................

Postcode:  ...............................................   Telephone:  ...............................................................................

Email:  ..........................................................................................................................................................

I enclose my fee of £ ........................................  

I enclose an extra donation of £ ........................................  

TOTAL: £ ........................................  

Date: ....................................................................................

q  I AM A UK REGISTERED TAXPAYER, PLEASE RECLAIM TAX ON THE ABOVE.

CHEQUES MADE PAYABLE TO:

“THE FRIENDS OF ST MARY ABBOTS CHURCH, KENSINGTON”
Please post to: Nigel Grieve, Hon. Treasurer, Friends of St Mary Abbots, Parish Office, 

St Mary Abbots Centre, Vicarage Gate, London W8 4HN

The Friends of St Mary Abbots Church welcomes new members. The Friends support the church and 
organise interesting and enjoyable social events from time to time. At these pleasurable events funds 
are raised to provide amenities beyond the remit of the Parish Council. 

There is further information about the Friends at http://smanews.weebly.com/friends-of-st-mary-
abbots.html - For telephone enquiries, please call the parish secretary on 020 7937 2419.

Please find below a membership application form, which can also be used by new members and 
also to renew lapsed memberships.



Honorary Patrons:  Mr Steven Atack (Founding Patron), Councillor Christopher Buckmaster, Mayor of the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea,The Prime Minister, the Rt Hon, David Cameron MP, Prof Lord Alton of Liverpool, 
Rt Rev’d & Rt Hon Richard Chartres, Bishop of London,  Rt Hon Sir Malcolm Rifkind  MP , Rt Rev’d Michael Colclough, 
Rt Rev’d Tim Thornton, Bishop of Truro,  Mr Guy Heald and the Rev’d Preb Ian L Robson.

 This magnificent wall-painting of the Virgin Mary 
is to be found to the right of the High Altar.


