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Welcome to our Autumn issue. In this edition, as we gather for 
Services of Remembrance in our three churches, we fill the pages 
of our magazine with accounts of remembrance and remembering; 
from the personal perspectives of our parishioners to a fascinating 
interview with Dr Joan Martin by Eloise Twisk and tour of the 
focal points of commemoration in our parish; there is even a fun 
activity to create your own box full of important memories.
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We will find the best financial solution to suit your needs whether buying a new home 
or remortgaging. 

Contact our Kensington branch where we will be delighted to talk to you about your 
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Be it a family portrait shoot or your wedding day Emily has a talent for 
putting you at ease so even the most camera shy person will have fun 
on the photo-shoot.   She has many products to offer from hand-finished 
prints to bespoke canvases, in black and white and colour, a perfect gift 
for all the family.       

For further information and to view Emily’s website please visit 

www.emilyfairweatherphotography.co.uk 
or phone 01984 667 281 or 07958763029  
Email : emilyfairweather@btinternet.com

N A T U R A L   P O R T R A I T   P H O T O G R A P H Y
b y   EMILY   FAIRWEATHER   LBIPP

Emily loves her job and it shows in the fantastic results.  She specialises 
in taking natural photographs using available light in a gorgeous setting of 
your choice producing images you will cherish forever.



 FROM THE CLERGY

Vicar’s Voice

Remember, remember!

Published on the eve of the 20th century,  
The War of the Worlds by HG Wells 
was eerily prescient. Within a century 

of the book’s publication, scenes like the ones 
he imagined had become a reality in many 
cities. Wells portrayed merciless invaders 
overrunning the defences of a city with lethal 
weapons: armoured vehicles, poison gas, 
flame throwers and aircraft and using them 
indiscriminately against soldiers and civilians 
alike. Where these scenes became a reality, of 
course, it was not Martians but other human 
beings who were the perpetrators. 

During the next fortnight, millions of people 
will gather for Services of Remembrance. 
Growing up in a military family, I have taken 
part in many such services, from the warm 
humidity of British Forces HQ in Hong Kong 
to the bitter winds of West Germany. All 
have reminded me that war is more pain and 
suffering than parades and speeches. The 
wars of the twentieth century, especially 
the First World War, the outbreak of which 
we mark this year resulted in death on an 
unprecedented scale.

Remembrance Sunday deals a killer blow to 
secular humanists who argue that humanity 
is on an ever upward incline of progress. 
General Bradley, the US Commander in 
France in 1944/45, was nearer the mark 
60 years ago: “Humanity is in danger of 
being trapped in this world by its moral 
adolescence. Our knowledge of science has 
clearly outstripped our capacity to control 
it. Man is stumbling through a spiritual 

rev’d Mark o’Donoghue
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                  ReGULAR WORSHIP 

ST MARY ABBOTS 

Sundays
 8.00 am Holy eucharist 
 9.30 am SUNG EUCHARIST
 with Creche & Sunday School
11.15 am Choral Matins & Sermon 
12.30 pm Holy EUCHARIST 
 6.30 pm evensong with Sermon & Holy eucharist
 1st Sunday of month: 
 Taize Prayer & Holy eucharist

Mondays
 8.30 am Morning Prayer
 1.05 pm Sunday on Monday service
 5.30 pm evening Prayer 

Tuesdays
 8.30 am Morning Prayer
 11.30 am Holy EUCHARIST
     Book of Common Prayer
 5.30 pm evening Prayer 

Wednesdays 
 7.10 am Morning Prayer
 7.30 am Holy EUCHARIST
 2.00 pm 3rd Weds in the month: Holy eucharist
        with laying-on of Hands & Anointing
 5.30 pm evening Prayer

Thursdays
 7.10 am Morning Prayer
 9.30 am St Mary Abbots School eucharist 
        in term time - all welcome
 5.30 pm evening Prayer

Fridays
 7.10 am Morning Prayer
 7.30 am Holy CoMMUNIoN
 5.30 pm evening Prayer

Saturdays
 9.40 am Morning Prayer
 10.00 am Holy EUCHARIST
 5.30 pm evening Prayer

on MAJoR FEASTDAyS additional Services 
also offered: see the Bulletin & Noticeboard.

CHRIST CHURCH
Sundays

 8.30 am Holy CoMMUNIoN 
 11.00 am 1st and 3rd Sundays in the month:
 BCP Holy Communion 
 11.00 am 2nd & 4th Sundays in the month:
 BCP Morning Prayer 
 6.30 pm Contemporary evening Service

ST PHILIP’S
Sundays

 8.30 am Holy Communion
10.30 am SUNG EUCHARIST with Sunday School
        3rd Sunday: all age service with eucharist 

Monday to Friday
 9.10 am  Morning Prayer

 

darkness while toying with the secrets of life 
and death. We have too many men of science, 
too few men of God - we have grasped the 
mystery of the atom and rejected the Sermon 
on the Mount. The world has achieved 
brilliance without wisdom, power without 
conscience - ours is a world of nuclear giants 
and ethical infants.”

And yet, recalling our true natures should not 
drive us to despair because we also remember 
that it was precisely such a world as ours that 
God so loved that he sent his only Son. As 
Jesus himself said, “Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends.” In the scriptures, remembering is 
connected to thanksgiving, underlining that 
people of faith not only recall but return to 
give thanks for the ultimate sacrifice of Christ.

However, such redeeming love transforms us 
and so remembering also carries with it the 
intention of learning the lessons of the past. 
Why? First, to help produce a better future – a 
collective resolve to do better, a determination 
to ensure that the evil that is past will not recur 
easily.  Secondly, to give us individual resolve 
as we face up to the future crisis and conflicts 
in our own lives, which we know will occur.  
Those who carry the heritage of the past can 
face the future without fear - not because there 
will be no pain or suffering but because we can 
bear it better when we walk with the one who 
controls the future.

 

	  

Parish Directory  
Clergy, wardens, vestry and office  
THE PARISH 	   	   	  
Vicar of the Parish 
Associate Vicar 
Honorary Assistant Priest  

 The Rev'd Gillean Craig 
 The Rev’d Jenny Welsh 
 The Rev’d Julia Hedley 	  

020 7937 6032 
020 7937 2364 
020 3686 1513	  

gillean.craig@stmaryabbotschurch.org	  
jenny.welsh@stmaryabbotschurch.org 
julia.hedley@stmaryabbotschurch.org 

Parochial Church Wardens  David Banks	  	  	  	  	  	   07732 743 228	   dcjb@btinternet.com 
  Adrian Weale  	   020 7937 0765	   adrianweale@mac.com	  
Children’s Safeguarding 
Officer:  

  
 Samantha Giles             	  

	  
07702 829859 

	  
safeguardingofficer@stmaryabbotschurch.org	  

Electoral Roll Officer:    James Dunford-Wood 
	  

07732 842894 
	  

er@stmaryabbotschurch.org	  

Parish Administrator:  Susan Russell  	   020 7937 2419	   susan.russell@stmaryabbotshurch.org	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

ST MARY ABBOTS    
Associate Vicar The Rev’d Jenny Welsh 020 7937 2364 jennywelsh@stmaryabbotschurch.org 
Honorary Priest 
Honorary Assistant Priest 

The Rev’d Peter Stubbs 
The Rev’d Julia Hedley 

020 8868 8296 
020 3686 1513 

peter.stubbs@stmaryabbotschurch.org 
julia.hedley@stmaryabbotschurch.org 

Deputy Churchwardens for St Mary Abbots Church:   
 James Dunford-Wood  

Carole-Anne Phillips 
07732 842 894 
020 7937 3448 

 

Vestry/Virger George MacAllan 020 7937 5136 george.macallan@stmaryabbotschurch.org 
St Mary Abbots Centre  Adam Norton (Manager) 020 7937 8885   adam.norton@stmaryabbotschurch.org 
Director of Music    Mark Uglow  music@stmaryabbotschurch.org 
Stewardship Secretary Emma Porteous 

 
07866 258 814 
 

stewardship@stmaryabbotschurch.org 

Children on Sunday / 
Children’s Champion 

 
Alexandra Swann  

  
children@stmaryabbotschurch.org 

Friends of St Mary Abbots   David Banks (Chairman) 07732 743 228 friends@stmaryabbotschurch.org 
Bellringers David Holdridge (Secretary) 07904 954 959 david.holdridge@ntl.world.com 
Kensington Parish News  Fiona Braddock (Editor)  kpneditor@stmaryabbotschurch.org 
Friday Playgroup Laura Sylvester                    07770 920 085 playgroup@stmaryabbotschurch.org 

 
 
CHRIST CHURCH 

   

Associate Vicar with Special Responsibility for Christ Church  
 The Rev’d Mark O’Donoghue  020 7937 2966 mark@christchurchkensington.com 
Deputy Wardens: Adrian Weale 020 7937 0765 adrianweale@mac.com 
 Philip Witheridge 020 7937 5184 pip@thewitheridges.com 
Administrator Adele Pye 020 7937 2966 admin@christchurchkensington.com  
Director of Music Rupert Perkins   

    

ST PHILIPS    
Associate Vicar with Special Responsibility for St Philip   
 The Rev’d David Walsh 020 7603 4420 vicar@specr.org 
Non-Stipendiary Ministers The Rev’d Lesley Perry 

 
 lesley.perry@specr.org 

 
Deputy Wardens: Anne Steele 

Peter Burney 
 

wardens@specr.org 
peter.burney@specr.org 

Licensed Reader Rupert Steele 020 8747 1556 rupert.steele@specr.org 
Administrator Liz Christie 020 7938 1367 admin@specr.org 
Children’s Ministry Leader Erica Roane  children@specr.org 
Electoral Roll Officer Chris Luxton 020 7937 4159 chris.luxton@specr.org  
Director of Music Rebecca Taylor  rebecca.taylor@specr.org 
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REMEMBRANCE

‘I thank my God upon every remem-
brance of you.’ Philippians 1: 3

On 4th August 2014, the centenary of 
the outbreak of the First World War was 
commemorated and reflected upon across the 
world. That conflict touched millions of lives 
in many different ways and still resonates 
today. At St Mary Abbots, conservation work 
was carried out on the Resurrection Chapel 
in preparation for that historic anniversary. 
But why was this project so important?

In June 1918, Rev. e Marling Roberts,  Vicar, 
wrote in his monthly letter that it was ‘felt by 
worshippers in our three churches [St Mary 
Abbots, Christ Church and St Paul’s] that 
some sort of memorial should be raised [to 
the fallen in the war]... by us Churchpeople 
so that in days to come we may say, “This 
was the Borough memorial; this the memorial 
raised by friends of the 13th Kensingtons; 
this the memorial raised by Churchmen 
of the mother parish of Kensington.”’  

It was decided that the War Memorial should 
take the form of a Side Chapel  – ‘for private 

Jane MacAllan  
reflects on the role of 
memorials in the act  
of commemoration

The Going-Out of the Lamps. Photo: Lucy Elliot www.lucyelliotphotography.com

IN MEMORIAM
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devotion, for the daily services and for 
recording the names of the dead’. Major 
Giles Gilbert Scott, A.R.A., F.R.I.B.A  
(1880-1960), ‘a Kensington man’ and 
grandson of the original architect of  
St Mary Abbots, was charged with 
designing the Chapel in the south aisle 
of the Choir. It was dedicated by the 
Bishop of Kensington as the Chapel 
of Resurrection on 3rd July 1921.

For his address, the Bishop used the text 
from Wisdom (4:2): ‘It weareth a crown 
and triumpheth for ever, having gotten 
the victory, striving for prizes which 
are undefiled.’ This emphasised the 
Chapel’s purpose in that it was not only to 

commemorate the self-sacrifice  
of those who gave their lives but it was 
also a ‘thank-offering for the preservation 
of those we love; And for the blessing of 
the Victory granted to the Allied Arms.’ 

Thus the Chapel was an important focal 
point for the commemoration in St Mary 
Abbots on 4th August 2014. As part of the 
conservation work, the Oppy Cross was 
conserved and re-hung in the Chapel in a 
more prominent position with better lighting, 
the 2/13th Princess Louise’s Kensington 
Battalion shield was cleaned and re-gilded 
and the wooden panelling recording the 
names of the fallen in the two World Wars 
was repaired, cleaned and re-finished.

The evening service, ‘The Going-Out of 
the Lamps’, culminated in the placing of 
a candle below the Oppy Cross before the 
congregation moved outside to the Borough 
War Memorial, where all their candles were 
extinguished in a final symbolic gesture 
echoing Sir edward Grey’s prophecy 
made on the eve of the First World War.

The Borough War Memorial was erected 
on a portion of the churchyard adjacent to 
the corner of Church Street and Kensington 
High Street, which was gifted from the 
Church to the Royal Borough of Kensington.  
The memorial commemorates the men of 
Kensington and those who served in the 
Kensington Battalions – 22nd (Kensington) 

Battalion of the Royal 
Fusiliers and 13th Princess 
Louise’s (Kensington) 
Battalion, The London 
Regiment.  A parishioner, 
Major Hubert Christian 
Corlette, A.R.I.B.A.  
(1869-1956),  
was commissioned to  
design the memorial. 
Frederick William 
Pomeroy, R.A. (1856-
1924), prolific sculptor of architectural and 
monumental works, sculpted its female 
figure. The memorial was unveiled by 
H.R.H. Princess Louise and dedicated by 
the Bishop of Kensington on 1st July 1922.   

In November 1922, Rev. Charles Hudson, 
Curate of St Mary Abbots, preached that the 
celebration of Armistice Day stood for two 
simple things. Firstly, grief. Most people’s 
thoughts were ‘simply concerned with those 
whom we have lost, the men and boys who 
were with us only a few years ago;...whose 
faces we shall never see again on earth, whose 
voices and laughter we shall never hear. And  
the aching sense of the void that their 
loss has created seems at moments – such 
moments as the Silence – so immense that 
the heart seems to have been torn out of our 
own happiness and enjoyment of life.’ 

Secondly, Armistice Day stands for ‘high 
and proud Thanksgiving’; ‘I thank my God 

upon every remembrance 
of you.’ Philippians 1:3 

One employer which felt 
the effect of the sacrifice 
of so many lives was the 
General Post Office. At the 
outbreak of WW1 it was the 
world’s largest employer, 
with over 250,000 people 
on its payroll. In the first 
few weeks of the war, 

some 11,000 employees volunteered to join 
the Post Office Rifles (part of the relatively 
new Territorial Army) or their own local 
regiments. A plaque in memory of those 
members of the Kensington Sorting Office 
who died at sea and were killed in action was 
erected in the cloister. These men, too, were 
especially remembered on 4th August 2014.

Whilst these memorials and the Resurrection 
Chapel serve to perpetuate the memory of 
those who gave their lives in conflicts, they 
also offer the opportunity for reflection. In 
1922 Rev. Hudson finished his sermon with 
this thought: ‘Not in our day, perhaps, nor  
in that of our children; it may be, not in  
this world as we know it at all, but in the 
Day of the Lord good shall triumph and evil 
be overthrown, and the sacrifices which are 
even now stored in the treasury of Heaven 
shall reap their true and abundant harvest. 
Truly and heartfully, then, we thank God 
upon every remembrance of them.’Re-hanging the Oppy Cross
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thought they were under attack and in panic 
they stumbled and fell – 173 people died in 
the crush, mainly women and children.”

Joan worked non-stop during the night, 
treating the wounded, trying to comfort the 
distressed and finding spaces for corpses. 

The disaster was hardly reported at the 
time as the authorities felt this civilian 
catastrophe would lower national morale. 
“No one talked about it, I didn’t even tell 
my parents. It was only about 12 years 
ago that a friend persuaded me to come 
forward and talk about it, and now I attend 
the annual memorial service at the nearby 
St John’s Church. It’s been a Godsend 
being able to talk about it at last.”

This traumatic wartime experience didn’t 
stop Joan going on to lead a remarkable life, 
full of adventures and achievements – guided 
by an overwhelming (and old-fashioned) 
sense of service to others. The contents page 
of her book alone is awe-inspiring: “The 
Medic in Wartime, Doctor in Kensington, The 
Swimmer, The Guider, Africa, The Pilgrim.”

During the Blitz, Joan Martin – a 27 
year old junior doctor – witnessed  
an event so dreadful that she didn’t 

talk about it for more than 50 years. 

It was only when she was in her 80s 
that Joan felt she should come forward 
and talk about what’s now known as 
the Bethnal Green Shelter Disaster. 

“The horror of it all still comes back 
when I talk about it, and sometimes gives 
me nightmares,” says Joan, who this 
autumn celebrates her 99th birthday. 

It’s one of many vivid experiences she 
remembers in her book Passing the Flame, 
which documents a remarkable life spanning 
nearly a century (written by Joy Puritz).

“I was working as a casualty officer in  
March 1943 and one evening an air raid 
siren went off, sending hundreds of people 
rushed to take shelter in the tube at Bethnal 
Green. As they were going down the poorly-
lit, slippery stone steps, there was a huge 
roar from an anti-aircraft battery. People 

PAssINg tHE FlAME

Eloise Twisk interviews the remarkable  
Dr Joan Martin as she celebrates her  

99th birthday

She spent her career as a doctor in North 
Kensington at a time when there were not 
many women doctors, and those that did 
qualify often struggled to be taken seriously 
by the men in their profession. Her specialism 
was disabled children, which “no-one was 
interested in at the time”, but she also used 
many of her hours outside work helping to 

improve the quality of life of those same 
children. She founded ‘Swimming for 
Disabled People’ for children and adults 
which she ran for decades at the Kensington 
Pool in Walmer Road. She helped found 
the Halliwick Concept of swimming (a 
method to help disabled people swim) 
and in 1985 was awarded an MBe. 

Dr Joan Martin
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Joan was also a passionate Girl Guide 
travelling to many countries with them – 
including Switzerland, India, Guyana and 
Norway. She took particular pleasure in taking 
under privileged girls to camp, allowing them 
to experience the countryside and real food, 
often for the first time. She rose to the position 
of Guide Training Adviser for england.  

Joan regrets that though Guiding is alive  
and well around the UK and abroad, it’s  
not in a good state in London, “everything 
I’ve ever done was voluntary. Most women 
today don’t have time for volunteering  
as their lives are so busy, and people want  
to be paid for everything. even doctors are  
paid far too much and all they 
want to do is less.” 

Joan still lives independently and celebrates 
that apart from a little hearing loss, her 
health is still good. She was skiing until 
she was 70 and only gave up teaching 
swimming to disabled children at the age 
of 96.  Last year she went on a pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land and still regularly 
visits friends who are sick or in need. 

Throughout her life, Joan has been guided 
by her Christian faith. She is a familiar 
face to many, many people at St Mary 
Abbots where she has been a parishioner 
for more than 30 years. She’s a regular at 
the Sunday 9.30 service and the Sunday 
on Monday service, serves the coffee at 
the Friday lunchtime concerts and is also 
a member of the handicraft group.

archivist Jane MacAllan selects  
the latest article from back issues of  

the KPN from June 1947

KENsINgtON PARIsH NEws ARCHIvE 
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                                Apes and Atoms
The story of the stir made by Charles Darwin and his great book “The Origin of Species”
is an old one now. “evolution” became, and I suppose still is, a popular watchword even though 
it is often misused and misinterpreted. The whole world remembers Disraeli’s choice when 
he declared himself on the side of the angels. I was reminded of this and of an episode in my 
undergraduate day at Cambridge. A scholar of St John’s was making his early steps on the path 
which led him to a world-wide reputation as a scholar and author, T.R. Glover. My first visit as 
a modest freshman to his room has never faded from my memory. On one of the walls of the 
room there hung a much enlarged photograph of an elderly chimpanzee. Beneath it was this 
inscription
            “The world” says Darwin “is of conical shape,”
              And man is the apex? Oh, no: the ex-ape
Last week I happened to be reading a book by a former American Ambassador to the Soviet 
Union and come across this on its very first page: The night before the invasion of southern 
France in August, 1944, the officers in an American and French mess were talking about the 
next World War. General Bethouart closed the conversation with a parable: “The end of the next 
World War? The human race is destroyed by atomic bombs. Two aviators remain alive chasing 
each other around the earth in jet planes. Over a forest in Africa, propulsive energy exhausted, 
first one, then the other, crashes at the foot of a high tree in the branches of which sit an aged 
chimpanzee and his mate. The old ape shrugs his shoulders, turns wearily to his wife and says: 
‘There you are, Ma; now we have to start it all over again.”
Whatever view of man’s origin we hold he has been clever enough to discover the use
of an atom. After the next World War.....there may be no after. It is a sobering reflection.

The Friends of st Mary abbots christmas Drinks Party Thursday 11th December in 
The Mayor’s Parlour, Kensington Town Hall 6.30-8.30pm Tickets available from the 
Membership secretary, Alison Steel 0207 2295525 alison.steel57@yahoo.co.uk
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even as a child growing up forty years 
after the Second World War, my great-
aunt would comment on the striking 

resemblance I bore to my paternal grandfather. 
Acting Captain John “Mac” Stewart died 
leading his half company from 1st Battalion 
the Parachute Regiment out of a German 

ambush in Tunisia in November 1942. He was 
23 and left a widow and a four month old son; 
my father.

I only discovered the story of his death 
recently, reading a letter from his Colour 
Sergeant to my grandmother. His last words 

as the machine guns and mortars ripped 
into their unarmoured trucks – “Right 
lads, we came for a fight, let’s give it to 
them!”. He has no known grave and his 
name is listed on the  Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission war memorial in the 
Medjez-el-Bab War Cemetery, Tunisia. 
I drank in fragmented tales of him as I grew 
up. He was what would now be termed an 
“adrenaline junkie”. He was a champion 
high-diver, rock-climber, parachutist (in 
an era when that was a lot riskier than it is 
now) and a founder member of the Special 
Air Service, later renamed 1st Battalion the 
Parachute Regiment. Likewise my pursuit 
of adrenaline led me through rock-climbing, 
sport parachuting and, after a brief and 
unsuccessful foray into high-diving, into the 
Royal Military Academy Sandhurst and then 
the Royal Green Jackets. As I trod a path 
that had been trodden by my grandfather and 
his father before him, I felt an extraordinary 
kinship with the man who had died thirty-five 
years before I was born, no more so than at the 
Remembrance Day services that punctuated 
my largely peaceful early military career.

It was only as the operations in Afghanistan 
and Iraq grew to a crescendo that I began to 
really feel the impact of the loss of friends and 
comrades. The occasional funeral turned into 
a steady flow as the five regular battalions of 
the Rifles rotated though the streets of Basra 
and the ditches and fields of Helmand. 

lEst wE FORgEt 

st Mary abbots’ parishioner  
Callum Stewart explains what  

remembrance Day means to him

Corporal John Rigby, left of picture,
with twin brother Will

As the bugle calls us all to silence on 
Remembrance Sunday, my mind will run 
through those memories, some black and 
white, gathered only from ancient photographs 
and some colourless and bleached, as we 
consigned the body of a brother Rifleman 
onto a Hercules for the final trip home. Then 
there are the full technicolour memories; the 
Household Division in the shadow of eton 
College, ranks of Rifle green amongst the 
tower blocks of London and the most poignant 
of all, a single identical twin, wearing the 
rifle green jacket of my regiment, leading his 
brother’s Union flag covered coffin into St 
Mary’s chapel atop the white cliffs of Dover.

We will remember them.
Medjez-el-Bab War Cementery, Tunisia
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War cemeteries are heart-rending 
places. White tombstones stand 
in long straight rows, with 

their shadows marching in rank behind 
them. They are beautifully kept by the War 
Graves Commission, the stones planted 
in flowerbeds, the grass mowed close. On 
each, where known, is the name, rank and 
age of the soldier, sailor or airman buried 
there, with his Regimental Badge; often 
some words are etched into the stone.  

The numbers are awesome but each  
headstone and name represents a husband 
or a son, a father or a brother. On one, in 
Bayeux, I found these words from the parents 
of a young 19 year-old Private soldier: “To 
the world, he was but one of many but to 
us, he was all the world!” each headstone 
represents a tragedy; some, however, tell 
a story that is almost too much to bear.
 
Major Joe Thorne, of the Oxfordshire & 
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, is buried 
in Cassel, 18 miles south of Dunkirk. 
His Regiment were part of the rear-guard 
protecting the beaches; it was effectively 

destroyed on 29 May 1940, six days before the 
last boats left. Joe’s two older brothers were 
killed in an earlier war, on the Somme, and 
two of his cousins were killed near Bethune 
in 1915; a whole generation wiped out. The 
patriarch of the family, their grandfather, was a 
namesake of mine, the Reverend Marlborough 
Crosse, the vicar of a rural parish in Norfolk. It 
is difficult to imagine what he must have gone 
through, holding the memorial services for 
each of his five grandsons, one after another.

Now there are, of course, many lessons we can 
learn from the events we remember today. I 
offer two: first, we must not take the freedom 
and democracy we enjoy today for granted. 
The Berlin Wall may have come down but 

sadly the heart of man has not, and will not 
change. My recent experiences, dealing with 
the refugees forced out of Kosovo by Milosevic 
and his cronies, along with the ravages of 
Saddam Hussein in Iraq, are but more recent 
examples of that sad fact. Not until the return 
of the Lord Himself will we see war finally 
overcome. Why? Because we live in a fallen 
world with one central and major problem. 
You may remember that famous letter sent to 
The Times during the debate on what was wrong 
with the world. I think it was G K Chesterton 
who wrote in the simple reply, “I am”, echoing 

the Apostle Paul’s reminder that “all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
 
Secondly, peace is not just an absence of war. 
As a soldier for over 30 years I have faced 
the reality of war breaking out around me, 
and experienced its effects - the bitterness of 
religious bigotry and division in N Ireland; 
ethnic division and hatred in Cyprus and 
across the Balkans; and oppression and 
barbarism in Iraq, twice in 12 years. I have 
seen pretty awful things in these conflicts, 
and have experienced the pain of loss. But, 

Major General Tim Cross gave a moving  
address at last year’s remembrance Day  

service at christ church. We publish it here  
in its abridged form

Major General Tim Cross CBE‘Each headstone 
represents a tragedy; 
some, however, tell a  
story that is almost too 
much to bear’

 REMEMBRANCE AND PEACE
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throughout this time, I have also come to 
understand that peace is not about an absence 
of war, nor is it about a pain or crisis-free life.
 
Jesus Christ said many things about peace – 
but not once did he associate it with the world 
as a whole but rather with an individual and 
inner, spiritual peace: “I have told you these 
things so that in me you may have peace. 
In the world you will have trouble, but be 
of good cheer, I have overcome the world” 
(John 16.33). Jesus’s peace is a peace that 
the world cannot give, indeed largely does 
not understand – Remembrance Sunday 
should serve as a reminder of that too.
 
It is, of course, easy on a day like today to 
become somewhat over sentimental. The 
fact remains nonetheless that those who 
died, like the Thornes and that 19 year old 
Private who lies at Bayeux, were no different 
to us; they had the same hopes and fears 
that we do, they enjoyed life and had plans 
for the future - yet when the call came they 
were prepared to die to save europe and 
the world from oppression and dictatorship: 
“When you go home, tell of us and say ‘For 
your tomorrow, we gave our today’.”
 

Major General (Retired) Tim Cross CBE 
was commissioned into the British Army 
in 1971. He commanded at every level, 
from leading a small Bomb Disposal 
Team in Northern Ireland in the 1970's 
to commanding a Division of 30,000 in 
2004/07. He is now a Director of two 
International Aid Agencies, a Visiting 
Professor at Universities, and a Defence 
Adviser to the UK House of Commons 
Defence Committee. 
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london total removals
www.totalremovals.com

020 8367 8348

•	Highly experienced 
London based  
moving company

•	FREE quotations  
and advice

•	Comprehensive 
packing/unpacking 
service

•	Friendly male and 
female team (some 
French speaking)

•	Fully Insured

•	Disposal service/
electrician/handyman 
/cleaning service 
available

•	Established since 
1999, family firm  
with regular team

•	Arrange parking 
permits if required

•	References available

moving 
house?
require storage?

Company reg no. 04109912

10% DISCOUNT  
to discount to ici Londres readers

To give one’s life is the ultimate sacrifice. 
As Jesus said: “Greater love has no man 
than this, that he should lay down his life 
for his friends.” He should know.  When 
we talk about sacrifice, we need to see 
it in the perspective of a hill outside 
Jerusalem where God gave his only Son, 
for you and for me, and for the world.

So it is that we return once again to remember 
and to give thanks for all those who gave their 
lives for our freedom and for those who suffer 
still. We pray for peace and reconciliation. But, 
if we are wise, we also learn and remember 
some lessons of the past and carry them with 
us into our uncertain futures as we leave 
Church today; for although we may not know 
what the future holds we can at least know 
and trust in Him who holds the future.

‘Jesus’s peace is a 
peace that the world 
cannot give’
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The concert series started with a (literal) 
bang on Sunday 5th October with a 
rousing version of Fanfare for the 

Common Man by Aaron Copland. The piece, 
written for brass and timpani, filled St Philip’s 
with a wall of sound as trumpets, horns, trom-
bones and tuba blared out from the balcony 
above the church. It was a spectacular start to 
a wonderful evening of music-making by the 
Arch Sinfonia, a 50-strong orchestra of young 
musicians under the baton of conductor and 
founder Chloe van Soeterstede, who played to 
a capacity audience.

The Concert Series is the brainchild of 
Rebecca Taylor, Director of Music at  
St Philip's. “The church provides a beautiful 
setting for musicians and I was keen to use it 
on a regular basis to further enrich the musical 

community of Kensington,” she explains. “There 
will be a mix of regular ‘aperitif’ concerts of 
around 50 minutes with occasional larger scale 
events like we had for our launch.”
each aperitif concert is based on a theme – for 
instance, the recital on 1st November featured 
music by composers of World War I including 
Ireland and Butterworth. It also featured what 
is regularly voted as the nation’s favourite piece 
of classical music, Vaughan Williams’ The lark 
Ascending, which was written in 1914 on the eve 
of the outbreak of war.

The next concert will be held on Saturday 6th 
December at 5pm and will feature a musical 
journey on the organ from Advent to epiphany, 
taking in various aspects of Christmas including 
the Annunciation, the birth of Christ, angels, 
shepherds, the star and the wise men. 

NEw CONCERt vENuE 
IN KENsINgtON

st Philip’s church has launched a series of 
monthly concerts on saturday evenings that 
are bringing new visitors to the church and  
enthralling music lovers. Lesley Raymond  
finds out more from the concert organiser, 

rebecca Taylor



xxx
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DAtEs FOR yOuR DIARy

The monthly recitals will be held on the following saturdays in 2015, all starting  
at 5pm and lasting just under an hour. Tickets can be bought on the door and 
the cost of £7  (£4 for concessions) includes a glass of wine after the event:

                10th January, 7th February, 7th March, 9th May 

other highlights to look forward to in future concerts include an appearance by the stella 
string Quartet, the tenor Ben Thapa, and a tuba recital by ross Knight that will leave you 
amazed at the instrument’s versatility. The final concert, on Sunday 7th June at 7.30pm, 
again features the arch sinfonia and is sure to be another exciting evening of music, so 

put the date in your diary! 

                                    For more information, visit www. specr-concerts.com

Rebecca is keen that the 
concerts should provide a 
platform for emerging artists 
in the music profession. For 
instance, all the musicians 
in the Arch Sinfonia are 
recent graduates of the three 
major colleges of music in 
London, and many of the 
soloists are just embarking 
on their career. It’s a great 
opportunity for people living 
in Kensington to hear and 
support musicians before 
they become famous.

A further reason for the 
concerts is to raise funds 
that will go towards the 
restoration of St Philip’s 
grand piano. “Our full size 
Bechstein grand piano is 
quite special, but needs a lot of work to bring it 
back to full working order,” Rebecca explains. 
“All proceeds raised by the concerts and any 
donations received will contribute towards the 
cost of these repairs.” It is hoped that the fully 
restored piano will feature in future concerts.

Associate Vicar David Walsh was delighted 
to see a packed church on the Sunday night 

Rebecca Taylor, Director of Music at St Philip's

of the opening concert. “It's great to see the 
building being used in this way and to see so 
many of our neighbours coming to an event 
at St Philip's,” he said. “One of our aims over 
the coming years is to open up the church to 
our local community and the concert series is 
helping to make that happen.”

‘The concerts 
provide a 
platform  
for emerging 
artists’ 
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            IN A stREEt NEAR yOu…

What a busy place Kensington is! 
What an amazing array of things 
go on here! All the hustle and 

bustle of the High Street, the quietness of the 
squares; the bewilderment of tourists and the 
impatience of “the impatience of us Kensing-
tonians”. From the beauty of the parks to the 
nightmare of the road works, there’s always 
something to be amazed by.

And in the middle of all this St Mary 
Abbots is setting about engaging in the 
neighbourhood in a new way. every day part 
of the Parish is being prayed for, with those 
living and working in the named streets being 
committed to God. And each day there is a 
special focus on some particular group. On 
the 1st of the month, for example, we pray for 
our emergency services, and on the 21st for 
the students and staff of Heythrop College. 
You get the idea.

each of the three Churches in the Parish is 
using this prayer list and it is available to 
anyone who wants to join in, or see when they 
are being prayed for. The whole list is printed 
here so that you have a copy to hand.

The ministry of prayer is one of those quiet 
things that bubbles away under the surface 
and that makes a difference, even if we’re not 

Day 1
Intention   The eMergency ServiceS
Those living in Hyde Park Gate, Queen’s  
  Gate, Hyde Park Gate  
  Mews, Queen’s Terrace

Day 2
Intention   hoTel gueSTS & STaFF
Those living in Palace Gate, Gloucester  
  Road, Queen’s Gate Mews,  
  Kensington Gate, Reston  
  Place
Day 3 
Intention   ThoSe Working in    
  reSToranT and caFeS
Those living in DeVere Gardens, Albert  
  Mews, Canning Place  
  Mews, Victoria Grove, 
  Canning Place 
Day 4  
Intention  oFFice WorkerS
Those living in  Launceston Place, Kynance  
  Place, Kynance Mews,  
  Grenville Place
Day 5
Intention  ThoSe Working in The  
  Media
Those living in McLeod’s Mews, Osten  
  Mews, emperor’s Gate,  
  Cornwall Mews South
Day 6
Intention  chriST church
Those living in  Cornwall Gardens, Cornwall 
  Mews West, Cornwall 
  Gardens Walk, eldon Road
Day 7
Intention  richMond college and  
  all STudenTS in The 
  pariSh

Those living in  Victoria Road, St Alban’s  
  Grove, Kensington Court  
  Gardens, Kensington Court  

Day 8
Intention   lee abbey 
Those living in Lexham Gardens, Lexham  
  Gardens Mews, Pennant  
  Mews, Sunningdale
  Gardens, Cromwell Road
Day 9  
Intention  ST philipS church
Those living in  Stratford Road, Blithfield  
  Street, Alma Terrace,  
  Shaftsbury Mews, Radley  
  Mews
day 10
Intention  yMca
Those living in Logan Place, Cromwell  
  Crescent, edwardes  
  Square, Pembroke Garden
  Close, West Cromwell  
  Road, Pembroke Gardens
Day 11
Intention  ST barnabaS & ST philip’S
  School
Those living in  Pembroke Square, earls  
  Walk, Pembroke Mews,  
  Pembroke Road, Pembroke  
  Villas, Pembroke Walk,  
  Pembroke Place, earls  
  Court Road
Day 12  
Intention  Medical ServiceS
Those living in Pater Street, Cope Place,  
  Abingdon Road, Abingdon   
  Villas, Scarsdale Villas,  
  Abingdon Court 
Day 13
Intention  The hoMeleSS
Those living in Allen Street, Inkerman Ter 
  race, Wynnstay Gardens,  
  Adam and eve Mews,
  Phillimore Terrace, eden  
  Close

The Parish of st Mary abbots with  
christ church and st Philip’s unite for 

 a new programme of prayer. 
Rev’d Julia Hedley tells us more

Parish Prayers

sure how.  As we turn our attention to God 
and ask for God’s blessing on all the stuff 
of our daily life, we build that wonderful 
relationship of trust and strength that is God’s 
gift to us. And a gift to the community in 
which we live. 

In a street near you…. prayers are being 
said……

PRAYER
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Day 14
Intention  kenSingTon deaney  
  and area dean
Those living in  Marloes Road, Beatrice  
  Place, St Mary’s Gate,  
  St Mary’s Place, Chantry  
  Square 
Day 15
Intention  nurSing and reSidenTial     
  hoMeS, reSidenTS and  
  STaFF
Those living in Devonshire Place,   
  Thomas Place, St Johns’s  
  Villas, St Margaret’s  
  Lane 
Day 16 
Intention  MagiSTraTeS
Those living in  Gloucester Walk,  
  Campden Grove, Drayson  
  Mews, Hornton Place,  
  Hornton Court
Day 17
Intention   reTail WorkerS
Those living in Kensington Church Street,   
  Gregory Place, Holland  
  Street, Gordon Place,   
  Campden Grove, 
  Kensington Church Court
Day 18
Intention  ST Mary abboTS School
Those living in Dukes Lane, Hornton Street,  
  York House Place, Pitt  
  Street, Church Close, 
  Holland Place, Carmel  
  Court, Kensington Church  
  Walk
Day 19
Intention  ancillary STaFF in our  
  churcheS
Those living in Stanford Road, Doureo 
  Place, Albert Place, Kelso  
  Place

Day 20   
Intention  The iSolaTed and lonely 
Those living in  Cambridge Place,  
  Kensington Court, Prince of  
  Wales Terrace,  
  Cottesmore Gardens
Day 21
Intention  heyThrop college
Those living in  Kingsley Mews, Ansdell  
  Terrace, South end, South  
  end Row, Trafalgar 
  Gardens, Kensington Square
Day 22
Intention  The chariTieS We SupporT
Those living in  Thackeray Street, Young  
  Street, Derry Street, 
  Ansdell Street
Day 23
Intention  kenSingTon council oF  
  churcheS
Those living in  Palace Green, Old Court  
  Place, Lancer Square,  
  Vicarage Gate
Day 24
Intention  ThoSe oF oTher FaiThS
Those living in  Vicarage Gardens, Melon 
  Place, Brunswick Gardens,  
  Inverness Gardens
Day 25
Intention  ST Mary abboTS church 
Those living in  Kensington High Street,  
  Kensington Road, earls  
  Terrace
Day 26
Intention  ThoSe preparing For 
  Marrage 
Those living in  Campden Hill Road,
  Observatory Gardens, Tor  
  Garden, Bedford Gardens,  
  Sheffield Terrace, 
  Campden House Close

Day 27
Intention  ThoSe To be bapTiSed  
  and conFirMed 
Those living in Stafford Terrace, Stafford  
  Court, Phillimore Walk,  
  essex Walk, Argyll Road
Day 28
Intention  The bereaved 
Those living in Duchess of Bedford’s  
  Walk, Phillimore   
  Gardens, Phillimore  
  Place, Troy Court,   
  Phillimore Gardens  
  Close, Upper  Phillimore  
  Gardens, Phillimore  
  Court 

ST MARY ABBOTS CENTRE
twO EXCEllENt sPACEs FOR HIRE

Central Kensington location in quiet cul-de-sac 5 minutes walk from High Street Kensington
tube station and 8 minutes from Notting Hill Tube, in Vicarage Gate.

A venue for film and stage rehearsals, business meetings & seminars 
presentations or meetings, family receptions (not weddings), children’s parties

Facilities include two kitchens, pay telephone, ample space for cloaks, disabled toilet,
 central heating, car parking (limited) with theatre hiring

MAIN HALL(21 X 12 METRES) Holds 250 people
LONG ROOM(14 X 4.5 METRES) Holds 80 people

From £160.00/4 hours sessions
Charity rate from £80.00 £60.00 surcharge for evening & weekends

Information from: Adam Norton - sMA Centre Manager 
St Mary Abbots Centre, Vicarage Gate, London W8 4HN

Telephone: 020 7937 8885 Mobile: 07812 428 010
Facsimilie: 020 7938 4317 Email: manager@smacentre.com

Day 29
Intention   ThoSe burdened by  
  debT or addicTion 
Those living in Iverna Court, Iverna  
  Gardens, Scarsdale Place,  
  Cheniston Gardens,  
  Wrights Lane
Day 30
Intention   eMbaSSieS and   
  diploMaTS
Those living in  Kensington Palace,  
  Palace Garden Terrace,  
  Palace Gardens Mews,
  Kensington Palace   
  Gardens
Day 31
Intention   The clergy 
Those living in  Outside the parish
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ACTIVITY

HOW TO MAKE A MEMORY BOX

remember the day when you met your best friend or  
your brother actually did something nice for you? Make 
sure you remember all the great moments in your life by  

making a memory box and filling it with treasures.  
Kitty Croft and Ruby Slinn show you how…

WHAT YOU WILL NEED

* shoe box
* wrapping paper/stickers/sequins/ribbon/photos  
 anything you want for decoration 
* scissors
* glue or sticky tape

1.  Cover the shoebox with 
wrapping paper and do the 
same with the lid. Glue or tape 
the paper into place.

ACTIVITY

3.  once you are 
happy with the way 
your box looks, 
collect up little sou-
venirs and special 
mementoes that 
remind you of your 
best memories.

Fill your box!

2.  Decorate 
the box with 
anything you like 
- we used photos 
and sequins.

32 | 2014 Spring

Get a real classroom experience at 
Heythrop this November by signing up to 
visit one of our Open Lectures running throughout 
the month. Come and sit in during the lecture alongside 
current students and see what it’s like first-hand to study at Heythrop. 

www.heythrop.ac.uk

OPENING CLASSROOM DOORS
10 - 27 NOVEMBER

OPEN LECTURES

Lectures are running 10 – 27 November at various times. 
Visit www.heythrop.ac.uk/open-lectures 
to book your place.

Untitled-47   1 30/10/2014   14:59:32



www.queensgate.org.uk

Queen’s Gate Junior School
125-126 Queen’s Gate London SW7 5LJ

Queen’s Gate Senior School
131-133 Queen’s Gate London SW7 5LE

Queens’ Gate School o� ers girls a friendly, supportive environment, 
where individuality is nurtured, academic standards are high and

where a broad based curriculum ensures a well rounded education.
For a prospectus, or to make a private visit to the School,

please contact the Registrar Miss Janette Micklewright, on
020 7594 4982 or email, registrar@queensgate.org.uk

Independent Day School for Girls from 4 -18 years



We focus on the important things: 
people, partnerships and potential.

Supporting people to achieve their best 
is the underlying ethos of our whole 
business. As well as making us trusted 
property partners, it’s what keeps us so 
deeply rooted in every community we 
work in.

Rupert Wiggin, Partner
rupert.wiggin@struttandparker.com
+44 (0)20 7938 3666
struttandparker.com

Our most important 
line of work


